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"Lahiri Mahasaya's beautiful body, so dear to ibe
devotees, was cremated with solemn householder rites at
Manikarnika Ghat by the holy Ganges," Keshabananda
continued. "The following day, at ten o'clock in the
morning, while I was still in Banaras, my room was
suffused with a great light Lo! before me stood the flesh
and blood fonrTcf Lafairi Mahasaya. It looked exactly
like his old body, except that it appeared younger and
more radiant My d*vins guru spoke to me.
** 'Keshabananda", he said, "it is I. From the disinte-
grated atjms of my cremated body, I have resurrected a
remodelled form. My householder work in the world
is dcno; but 1 do not leave the earth entirely. Henceforth
I shall spend some time with Babaji in the Himalayas, and
with Babaji k the cosmos'.
"With a few words of blessing to me, the transcendent
master vanished. Wondrous inspiration filled my heart;
F was uplifted in Spirit even as were the disciples of Christ
and Kabir* who beheld their living guru after his physical
death.
f.na! hour is aboLt to strike for the physical body. The last
-meditation, during \\hich the master merges himself in iha
Cosmic Aum. is called the maha, or great, samadhi.
* Kabir was a great sixteenth-century saint nhose large fol-
lowing included both Hindus and Moslems. At the time of
Kabir's death the disciples quarrelled over the manner of con-
ducting the funeral ceremonies. The exasperated master rose
from his final sleep, and gave his instructions. "Half of my
remains should be buried with Moslem rites," he said. "Let
the other half be cremated with a Hindu sacrament". He
then vanished. When the discip!es removed the shroud that
! had covered his body, nothing was found but an array of
beautiful flowers. Half of these uere obediently buried, In
Maghar, by the Moslems, who revere his shrine to this day. -
The other half was cremated with Hindu ceremonies in Banaras.
In his youth Kabir was approached by two disciples who
wanted minute intellectual guidance along the mystic path. The
master responded simply:
"Path presupposes distance;
If He be near, no path needest thou at all.
Verily it maketh me smile
To hear of a fish in vater athirstr